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In 1893, nineteen years before statehood, the first anthropology museum in the Arizona Territory

was created on the campus of the fledgling University of Arizona. Located in the small desert city of

Tucson and originally occupying a single room, what was first called the Arizona Territorial Museum

had one part-time curator and has steadily grown over the last 120 years. Dedicated to the

archaeology, history, culture, and arts of the peoples of Arizona and the Southwest, the Arizona

State Museum is the oldest and largest anthropology museum in the region. It cares for the

worldâ€™s largest collections of Southwestern Native American pottery, basketry, textiles, and fiber

arts, all of which have been designated American Treasures. Its exceptional artifactual, biological,

and documentary collections, maintained by an accomplished staff and faculty, keep its programs at

the forefront of scholarly investigations while providing public outreach to Arizonaâ€™s multicultural

communities and visitors from around the world.
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Alan Ferg has worked at the Arizona State Museum for more than 30 years, primarily as an

archaeologist and an archivist. The images in this volume come mainly from the museumâ€™s own

photographic collections.

Lots of wonderful pictures depicting the history of the Arizona State Museum and the people who

have worked there.



This is by far my favorite Arcadia Publishing book ever! Alan Ferg has delved deep into Arizona

State Museum (ASM) to present its many facets, from its history to its collections and staff.

Exceedingly well-researched, well-written and well-organized this is a complete image of the official

museum for the state of Arizona. The author details the museum's founding in 1893 to its current

embodiment as one of the finest anthropological institutions in the nation. A highly informative book,

this is the epitome of what Arcadia books can be.

An entertaining, fact-filled look at the history of this venerable institution and its world-class

collections, programs, and staff. Highly recommended.
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